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GLS Destination – Berlin

Inhabitants: 3.500.000, capital of Germany
Why we love Berlin: GLS Campus, Germany´s capital, TV tower, Berlin wall, Carnival of Cultures,
Currywurst
Berlin is the capital of Germany! If you´re into living in big cities with international flair, Berlin is going to
be the perfect spot for you. Berlin is cool and has a vast offer of culture, music, art and cinema as well
as various restaurants and hip shops. Another big advantage of Berlin: Our GLS Campus is here!
GLS Coordinators:

We are the GLS high School Team in Berlin: Yoko, Doreen, Denise, Sara, Christina, Tina and Jana.
If you go to School in Berlin, we will be your personal counselors.
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Could you introduce yourself?
We are your local coordinators in Berlin and we are looking forward to supporting you and answering
your questions, in order for you to settle in well in Berlin. We all have experience from living abroad and
know what it is like to learn a new language. We speak German (of course), English, Spanish,
Portuguese, Finish, Swedish and French. We love our city and want to give you the same feeling about
Berlin!
What can you tell us about the city of Berlin?

Berlin is not only the capital of Germany, but also the biggest city in Germany with a population of 3.5
Million. People live here from all around the world, which makes the city diverse and multicultural.
Berlin is the right place for you, if you wish to experience life in a big city.
Berlin is cool and has a wide range of culture, music, art, movie and numerous international
restaurants and cool shops. Some of Berlin’s top sights are the Berlin wall, the TV-Tower, the Carnival
of Cultures, the “Currywurst”, the many museums and lots more. There is another bonus of spending
your exchange year in Berlin: this is where the GLS Campus is located!

How do the students arrive in Berlin?

During the orientation days in Berlin the students get to know their coordinators and know that we are
their contact person by questions and concerns. At the last day of the orientation days, we invite the
Berlin host families for lunch together with the students at the GLS Campus. This is the very first
encounter between students and host families. Since the students only know their host family from
looking at a photo, this is a very exciting moment with many expectations. After the lunch the students
go with their host families to their new home. In most cases the school starts directly the very day after.
At the first day at school, a host family member walks with the student to school and make sure that
he/she arrives well in class.
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How do you find great host families in Berlin?

We have many great host families in Berlin and we find them through flyers and posters in targeted
locations. We also find them through colleagues and friends of present host families. When a potential
host family contacts us for the first talk through all the requirements of becoming a host family and get
a first impression of the family. We always make a home visit to new host families to get to know them
better and see if they qualify to become a pleasant homestay for our students. For us it is important to
try matching the student’s interests and hobbies with those of the host family.

Can you tell us about the schools in your city and how you choose a suitable school for the students?

We have a wide range of public secondary schools with different profiles in Berlin. We aim to find a
school nearby the host family with a maximum of 30 minutes distance. Moreover we look at the set of
subjects that the student might need and accordingly try to find a suitable school. We collaborate with
many schools, which regularly host international students and therefor are open-minded and
experienced.
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High school students have school holidays during their time in Germany, for example on Christmas or
on Easter. What do the students do during their holidays?

In the holidays GLS offer an extensive cultural and leisure program with city excursions and activities.
Sometimes students get the chance to travel with their host families to the Baltic Sea or surrounding
cities. This is a great opportunity to spend time with your host family in a relaxed setting and get to
know them better. Some students also stay in the city over the holidays and explore Berlin with their
friends.

What kind of free-time activities can students take part in?

The GLS leisure program offer numerous nice activities and excursions every week with city walking
tours, museum visits, movie seminars, bowling evenings, watching ice-hockey games or going iceskating. There are often day excursions to other cities, which offers a convenient way to get out of
Berlin on the weekends.
In the schools there are also a supply of activities that the students can join for free in the field of art,
craftwork, sports or nature science. This is a great way to get to know other students.
Needless to say that Berlin offers a large range of concerts, sports, creative activities and lots more.
You will never get bored in Berlin!
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What if students have problems during their time in Germany, for example with homesickness?
When you are far away from your own family, it is natural that you at times feel homesick. You can talk
openly and honestly about your thoughts with your host family or local coordinators and together we will
find a solution. It usually takes a while to settle in to the new environment (host family, school and city).
It can be very helpful to register for an activity or sport in order to get to know new friends. An openminded, curios and friendly attitude is usually the best cure to overcome homesickness and to start
appreciating the new!

GLS wishes you a happy welcome to Berlin!
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